DHC/ART Foundation for Contemporary Art presents

WIM DELVOYE

November 30, 2016 – March 19, 2017
The works on display at DHC/ART underscore Delvoye’s distinctive
strategy of employing fusion and torsion to re-signify and decontextualize a range of objects, symbols, and icons. In the series
Car Tyre (2011), the status of the lowly rubber tire is elevated to
that of precious objet d’art after it’s utilitarian surface has been
painstakingly hand carved with ornamental designs. Twisted Dump
Truck (2011) is formed out of stainless steel that has been laser cut
with an intricate, Gothic pattern; the twisting of its body further
de-stabilizes a reading of the truck’s semantic and physical unity.
Sculptural works based on forgotten, neo-gothic statues, such
as La Pêche Clockwise (2011) and La Pêche Counterclockwise
(2011), are also re/deformed into tornados of sumptuous nickledbronze to disrupt established ideas and liberate interpretations.
DHC/ART will also present a selection of Delvoye’s renowned
tattooed pigskins. This project, which caused an outcry among
animal rights activists, cleverly amalgamates the conceits of art
collecting, the lowly rank of the pig, and the notoriety of tattoos
to raise questions about class, value, and craft.

Wim Delvoye, Car Tyre, 2011. Hard-carved automobile tire, 68cm x 13cm.
Courtesy of the artist, and Galerie Perrotin, Paris/New York/Hong Kong.

PRESS TOUR: November 29, 2016, 10:30 AM at 451 Saint-Jean Street
OPENING: November 29, 2016, from 5:30 – 8:30 PM
at 451 & 465 Saint-Jean Street
FREE ADMISSION
—
Since the late 1980s, Belgian artist Wim Delvoye has been
challenging the art world status quo through a multidisciplinary
practice that includes sculpture, drawing, photography,
installation, and video. Montreal audiences were first introduced
to his work in 2009 through the presentation of Cloaca No. 5 at
the Galerie de l’UQAM. Part of a larger series, this provocative
machine/sculptural work reproduced the human digestive
system whereby food was processed and transformed into
waste matter. This initiation into Delvoye’s oeuvre offered insight
into his examination of consumerism and his critique of our
intensely capitalist society. At DHC/ART, a major presentation
of recent sculpture, drawing, and video will take us deeper into
his study of a range of related topics, including branding, class,
the economy, technology, and globalisation.

As we are immersed into Delvoye’s world, binary relationships such
as sacred/profane, use/value, high/low culture, and traditional/
modern begin to emerge. But rather than remaining polemical,
Delvoye’s work suggests an elaboration of meanings, where
contradictory notions can coexist in a kind of exquisite harmony,
or in what he has termed ‘emulsions’. The conceptual chemistry,
sense of humour, aesthetic juxtapositions, and affecting physicality
of Wim Delvoye’s work deliver an astute critique that has the
power to provoke a deeper reflection into our relationship with the
panoply of systems, hierarchies, and discourses that shape and
affect our contemporary condition.
Born in 1965 in Wervik, Wim Delvoye lives and works in Ghent,
Belgium. Recent solo exhibitions include large surveys at MUDAM
in Luxembourg; The Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art, Iran;
The Pushkin State Museum, Moscow; The Musée du Louvre,
Paris; Musée Rodin, Paris; BOZAR, Brussels; The Guggenheim
Collection, Venice; The New Museum, New York; and The Power
Plant, Toronto. Delvoye’s work has also been displayed in largescale group exhibitions, such as Documenta IX; the 1999 Venice
Biennale; Triennale di Milano; Yokohama Triennale; 3rd Moscow
Biennale; CAPC Musée de Bordeaux; Lyon Biennale; MOCA
Shanghai; MoMA PS1; The Vancouver Art Gallery; and
The Grand Palais in Paris.

DHC/ART Foundation for Contemporary Art
Established in 2007, DHC/ART is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the presentation of contemporary art. Housed in
two heritage buildings located in the heart of Old Montreal,
DHC/ART’s programming has met with critical acclaim both
at home and around the world. Each year we offer two to
three major exhibitions, a series of public events, special
collaborative projects and a forward thinking education
program. International in scope while responsive to the context
of the city of Montreal, all of DHC/ART’s programming is
offered free of charge as a way to reinforce its commitment to
accessibility while fostering a discussion on how contemporary
art is invested with the topics and ideas that reflect and touch
our everyday lives.
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